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Introduction

The main challenge for microeconomic policy evaluation is to establish a causal link
between interventions and outcomes. The objective of this course is to introduce the
main econometric approaches used in the evaluation of public policies: randomized
controlled trials, regression discontinuity designs, selection on observables, dynamic
difference-in- differences, synthetic control methods, and shift-share instruments. The
course presents strengths and weaknesses of each approach.

Contents

This course provides an overview of the following quantitative methods:
1. Randomized Controlled Trials

Regression Discontinuity Designs

Selection on Observables (Linear Regression, Matching)

Dynamic Difference-in-Differences

Synthetic Control Methods

Shift-share Instruments

Weak Instruments
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Teaching methodology

The teaching methodology will comprise lectures, class discussions and paper
presentations.

Assessment and Grading System

Assessment will be based on a set of homework assignments (which can be completed
in groups of max. 2 people) and class participation.

Attendance is a compulsory requirement for this course. In the event of an absence,
students must communicate it to the professor(s) and provide an appropriate justification.
Unjustified absences may ultimately imply that a student cannot be evaluated for the
course.
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