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Readings in Economic Theory

Introduction and Teaching methodology

The main focus of the course will be on models of communication. We will deepen the discussion
we began in Advanced Micro Il and consider several additional environments of strategic
information transmission. We will then discuss selected models on static and dynamic persuasion
and information design. We may also discuss additional papers in communication and economic
theory more broadly, based on mutual interest and time availability.

The format of the course is aimed to be a composition of frontal lectures and active discussion.
The relative weights on the different topics, the selection of specific readings, as well as the general
approach of the course will be flexible and depend on time and interest. On top of developing
familiarity with the selected topics, the course aims to help to enhance other abilities that are
directly related to the academic researcher’s work such as self-studying, presentation, refereeing,
and orientation in the literature. Some sessions will be devoted, at least in part, to students’
presentations. Students will be offered a high degree of freedom in selecting the papers on which
they want to lead the discussion in class.

The course is targeted to MRes students who are interested in micro theory and have completed
the sequence of Advanced Microeconomics courses in their first year of graduate studies. In
particular, the course assumes familiarity with the topics and main ideas discussed in Advanced
Microeconomics Il1.

Evaluation
Each student will be assigned/select two papers. One of the papers will be presented and discussed
in class. The other paper, which most likely would be a working paper that has not been published
yet, will be refereed by the student. Students will be evaluated based on their active participation,

quality and clarity of the presentation, and the referee report.
Contents

The topics we will discuss in class will come, for the most part, from the following list of
references (which will be continuously updated before and during the course). We will cover only
a fraction of these papers. In addition, in an attempt to be up to date with some of the most recent
developments, we will be discussing selected working papers that are currently being presented in

seminars and conferences.
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