
The European Discovery China 

Week 3: Marco Polo’s China 

 

THE FIRST EUROPEAN TRAVELLERS  

 

Prester John: 

http://roebuckclasses.com/201/conquest/presterjohn.htm 

Preparations for a Festival: 

http://www.warfare.altervista.org/Persia/14/Diez_Album-p18-

1.htm 

Hereford World map: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hereford_Cathedral#mediaviewer

/File:Hereford_mappa_mundi_14th_cent_repro_IMG_3895.JPG 

Fra Filippo Lippi, Saint 

Lawrence:http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Saint_Lawre

nce_enthroned_with_Saints_and_Donors_by_Fra_Filippo_Lippi_

circa_1440.jpg 

 

VENICE AND MARCO POLO’S BOOK 

Venice: 

http://treasures.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/Marco-Polos-Travels 

Venice arsenal: 

http://www.venicethefuture.com/schede/uk/019?aliusid=019 

Dogo’s palace: 

www. Greatbuildings.com 

Tintoretto, Cadutta di Constantinopoli: 

http://nuovolevantino.it/turchia-riflessioni-un-immenso-coro-

di-monaci/ 

Kubilai’s Dadu  White Dagoba: 

http://www.mychinesestudy.com/blog/2012/white-

dagoba%E2%80%94%E7%99%BD%E5%A1%94.html 

Kubilai giving the Paiza to the Polos: 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0c/Fran%

C3%A7ais_2810%2C_fol._3v%2C_Qubila%C3%AF_donnant_un

e_tablette_aux_Polo.jpeg 
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Venetian Grosso. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venetian_grosso#mediaviewer/Fil

e:Venezia_Matapan_1328_1910332.jpg 

Venice. 

http://treasures.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/Marco-Polos-Travels 

Chabi, Kubilai’s wife: 

http://mongolschinaandthesilkroad.blogspot.com.es/2010/10/

welcome-to-xanadu.html 

Marco Polo’s book: 

http://expositions.bnf.fr/marine/grand/fr_2810_059v.htm 

http://valdeperrillos.com/books/libro-monstruos/cinocefalos-

cabeza-de-perro 

http://mundoquelonio.blogspot.com.es/2007/05/el-extrao-

viaje-de-john-de-mandeville.html 

Oderic of Pordenone: 

http://en.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/744280 

Sir John Mandeville: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Mandeville#mediaviewer/Fil

e:JohnMandeville.jpg 

Front page of Marco Polo’s book: 

http://www.aramcoworld.com/issue/200504/the.explorer.marc

o.polo.htm 

Marco Polo’s book annotated by Christopher Columbus: 

https://espliego.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/colombusnotest

omarcopolo.jpg 

 

MARVEL OF MARVELS - MARCO POLO’S CATHAY  

Venice: 

http://treasures.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/Marco-Polos-Travels 

Shangdu  (Xanadu) ruins. 

http://www.absolutechinatours.com/Hohhot-attractions/layout-

site-xanadu-3450.html 

Yuan paper-money. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yuan_dynasty_bankno

te_with_its_printing_plate_1287.jpg 
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Great Canal, schema: 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=China+Gran+Canal+Yu

an 

Quanzhou mosque. 

https://plus.google.com/112684614521404427956/about 

Muslim tombstones. 

http://www.chinaheritagequarterly.org/scholarship.php?searcht

erm=005_zayton.inc&issue=005 

https://books.google.es/books?id=nCIPD1V39QkC&pg=PA164&l

pg=PA164&dq=muslim+tombstones+Yuan&source=bl&ots=Qh0

n23e1BD&sig=HBEebYHPaZHOOhFtL1iAAPGE7J4&hl=en&sa=X&

ei=jT_TVNzOOMHqULjSgaAL&ved=0CDQQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&

q=muslim%20tombstones%20Yuan&f=false 

Chinese ship. 

http://coollib.com/b/274486/read 

Cresques catalan atlas. 

http://imgkid.com/catalan-atlas.shtml 

 

WHAT MARCO POLO DIDN’T TELL 

Qin/Han Great wall. 

https://goo.gl/images/WqC1BA 

Modern Great wall: 

http://www.crystalinks.com/greatwallofchina.html 

Han Great wall: 

http://mongolschinaandthesilkroad.blogspot.com.es/2010/11/h

an-great-wall-discovered-in-gansu.html 

Huayi tu: 

http://tieba.baidu.com/p/1819831061 

Footbinding: 

http://www.lisasee.com/images/footbinding/footbinding.htm 

http://swaggerdude.com/footbinding/ 

Peddler. 

http://onlinebrowsing.blogspot.com.es/2011/05/chinese-

painting-from-western-galleries.html 
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THE ISLAMIC TRAVELLERS  

al-Idrisi’s world map: 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Al-

Idrisi%27s_world_map.JPG 

Areas Covered by Ibn Battuta: 

http://www.muslimheritage.com/uploads/Areas_coveredby_Ib

nBattuta.JPG 

Travels of Ibn Battuta: 

http://www.ibnbattutadventures.com/wp-

content/uploads/2015/03/hr1GKoT.jpg 

Trip to Mecca: 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_TvqdEdklDTM/TB7NyNHTa6I/AAAAA

AAAAMY/E4Gm_EK_FyQ/s1600/tripmecca.jpg 

Caravan of Pilgrims: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yahy%C3%A2_ibn_M

ahm%C3%BBd_al-W%C3%A2sit%C3%AE_005.jpg 

Scholars at an Abbasid Library: 

http://www.medievalists.net/2015/01/26/metaphor-medieval-

middle-east/ 

Journeys of Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta: 

http://whap21project.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/8/9/23896947

/5618904_orig.gif 
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