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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In 2001, Stanford Professor Lawrence M. Friedman suggested that “the coming Global 

Legal Order” was erewhon (nowhere and everywhere) and obscure.
1
 Partly inspired by 

this, two years later a group of Law Professors led by David Kennedy gathered in 

Vienna to discuss the foundations of this new global legal order and its transformative 

potential of an increasingly complex international society.
2
 In a similar vein, Andrew 

Halpin and Volker Roeben co-edited an interdisciplinary collective volume in 2009 

exploring the main features of this legal order, its variations across several legal 

domains and its implications for the future development of Law both as a reality and an 

academic discipline.
3
 

Following these reflections, this course seeks to analyze from an interdisciplinary 

approach the main features of the Contemporary Global Legal Order, some of the most 

relevant challenges confronting it, and the main elements of continuity and change in its 

recent evolution. More precisely, the aim of the course is threefold: first, to familiarize 

students with the notion and evolution of the Contemporary Global Legal Order, as well 

as with its interplay with other regional and national legal orders; second, to introduce 

students to some of the most pressing challenges confronting the former order from 

different legal domains (Criminal Law, Philosophy of Law, Public International Law, 

International Relations, Tax Law, Family Law and Private Law); third, to invite 

students to think critically about the legal, moral, and social implications of the 

Contemporary Global Legal Order, the latter’s elements of continuity and change, and 

the main contending visions.  

The course Continuity and Change in the Contemporary Global Legal Order: Current 

and Future Challenges complements the current course offer of the UPF MLL Program 

in Legal Sciences. In particular, the course strengthens –without any relevant overlaps- 

the content of two courses: Models of Justice and Human Rights and International 

Relations. Additionally, the course may serve to reinforce some of the ideas covered in 

Law and Gender Policies.  

 

                                                        
1
 Friedman, L. M. (2001), “Erewhon: The Coming Global Order”, Stanford Journal of International Law, 

vol. 37, 347-364. 
2
 An overview of the main conclusions of this symposium is included in Kenney, D. (2003), 

“International Symposium on the International Legal Order”, Leiden Journal of International Law, 16, 

839-847.  
3
 Halpin, A. & Voelken, R. (2009), Theorising the Global Legal Order, New York: Hart Publishing. See 

also Sieber, U. (2010), “Legal Order in a Global World – The Development of a Fragmented System of 

National, International, and Private Norms”, Max Planck Yearbook of United Nations Law, 14, 1-49.  
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II. LECTURERS 

Marta Abegón Novella (Public International Law/International Relations) 

Esther Farnós Amorós (Family Law) 

Mariona Llobet Angli (Criminal Law) 

Ester Marco Peñas (Tax Law) 

Raquel Montaner Fernández (Criminal Law) 

Pablo Pareja Alcaraz (International Relations/Public International Law) 

Lorena Ramírez Ludeña (Philosophy of Law) 

Antoni Rubí Puig (Private Law) 

 

III. DISTRIBUTION OF SESSIONS (18 SESSIONS/2 HOURS EACH) 

 

SECTION I: THE CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL LEGAL ORDER: 

CHARACTERIZATION AND MAIN FEATURES 

Unit 1: The Contemporary Global Legal Order: notion, origins and evolution. Pablo 

Pareja Alcaraz 

Unit 2: The current (and changing) structure of the Contemporary Legal Global Order: 

the constitutional block, fundamental institutions and secondary rules. Pablo Pareja 

Alcaraz 

Unit 3: Unity and Pluralism in the Contemporary Legal Global Order. The interplay 

between the Contemporary Global Legal Order, Regional Legal Orders and National 

Legal Orders. Pablo Pareja Alcaraz 

Unit 4: International regimes in the Contemporary Legal Global Order. Contending 

visions and functions. Pablo Pareja Alcaraz 

Unit 5: A Legal Philosophical approach to the Contemporary Global Legal Order. 

Theory of Law within the Modern State paradigm. The contributions of Ross, 

Kelsen, Hart, and Dworkin. Lorena Ramírez Ludeña 

 

SECTION II: CURRENT AND FUTURE CHALLENGES TO THE 

CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL LEGAL ORDER 

Unit 6: The Global War on Terror: limits between terrorism and war. Analysis of current 

relevant cases: Guantanamo and the shoot down of commercial planes. Mariona 

Llobet Angli 

Unit 7: The Global Legal Order in light of the transformation of contemporary armed 

conflict. Environmental protection in conflict-ridden scenarios. Marta Abegón 

Novella 

Unit 8: Migrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers in the Contemporary Global Legal 

Order. Pablo Pareja Alcaraz 

Unit 9: State, Sovereignty and Intervention in the Contemporary Global Legal Order. 

The Responsibility to Protect as an “emerging guiding principle”. Pablo Pareja 

Alcaraz 



Unit 10: Criminal Liability of corporations in the Global Legal Order. Corporate 

culture, corporate governance and criminal compliance in comparative Law. The 

case of corporate environmental crimes. Raquel Montaner Fernández 

Unit 11: Surrogacy arrangements in a global world. “Reproductive tourism” or “Cross-

Border Reproductive Care? The case of Spain. The variety in assisted reproductive 

policies before the ECtHR. New challenges at both domestic and international levels: 

recognition or regulation? Time for a convention: a global phenomenon demanding a 

global solution. Esther Farnós Amorós 

Unit 12: Global Order beyond Private Law. The role of information and communication 

technologies in facilitating relational contracting. The case of cross-border software 

agreements. Social norms in global IP industries: emerging global trends in the 

fashion, tattoo, cuisine and open software communities. Antoni Rubí Puig 

Unit 13: Global relations in taxation. “Harmful” tax practices: Tax havens and 

aggressive tax planning. Designing possible solutions: The Automatic Exchange of 

information (before and after FACTA).The OECD BEPS Action Plan. What remains 

to be done and new challenges: The need for Compliance (Jurisdictions and 

Financial Institutions). Too costly to implement? The protection of private 

information. Ester Marco Peñas 

 

SECTION III: CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN THE CONTEMPORARY 

GLOBAL LEGAL ORDER 

Unit 14: Contending and complementary visions of the Contemporary Global Legal 

Order. Acceptance and Contestation of the Contemporary Global Legal Order. 

Pablo Pareja Alcaraz 

Unit 15: Beyond the Modern State paradigm: The challenge of the Global Legal Order 

for Contemporary Theory of Law. Lorena Ramírez Ludeña 

Unit 16: Global Public Goods and the Contemporary Global Legal Order. Pablo Pareja 

Alcaraz 

Unit 17: Multilevel Governance of the Contemporary Global Legal Order. Pablo Pareja 

Alcaraz 

Unit 18: Continuity and Change in the Contemporary Global Legal Order. Main drivers 

of continuity and change. Current trends and (potential) future scenarios. Pablo 

Pareja Alcaraz 

 

IV. ORGANIZATION OF SESSIONS 

Students are required to read one or two articles before each 2-hour session of the 

course. All readings will be accessible to students via the “Campus Global”, to which 

they will have access from the beginning of the term. The content of these readings and 

the lectures will serve as the basis for a class discussion that will take place at the end of 

each session (20 min. approximately).  

In addition to lectures and class discussions, the course will include two different 

seminars the content of which will be announced to students at least two weeks before 



so that they can prepare for them. The two seminars will take place in sessions 9 and 17 

of the course.  

 

V. EVALUATION 

The evaluation of this course comprises three different components:  

a) Participation in class debates. This component is worth 20% of the course’s final 

grade.   

b) Attendance and active participation in two different seminars. This component is 

worth 30% of the course’s final grade.   

b) A final take-home exam based on both the content of the lectures and the list of 

readings available through “Aula Global”. This component is worth 50% of the course’s 

final grade.  
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