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This course aims to provide conceptual tools to understand business contracts and
their underlying strategies.

The first part of the course focuses on how different legal rules and doctrines of
the Law of Contracts affect bargaining, contract formation, performance, and
breach of a contract. A number of issues arising from incompleteness of contract
and changed circumstances will be addressed.

The second part of the course is devoted to contracting in business contexts. A list
of topics includes, but is not limited to: corporate restructuring, mergers, and
acquisitions; principal-agent problems; and the impact on competition of
distribution agreements.

This course is addressed to students interested in learning how to design contract
strategies to deal with a wide range of practical and theoretical challenges. In
particular, two are its main goals:

1. Providing a toolkit for understanding Spanish Contract Law as well as the
Principles of European Contract Law.

2. Promoting an analytical approach to legal issues from different perspectives,
including law and economics and comparative law.

A basic background on Spanish Contract Law is strongly recommended.

Suggested readings:

. Luis Diez-Picazo (2007), Fundamentos del Derecho civil patrimonial.
Las relaciones obligatorias, Vol. II., 6th ed., Civitas, Madrid.

. Fernando Pantaledn Prieto (1989), “Resolucidon por incumplimiento e
indemnizacion”, Anuario de Derecho civil, vol. 42, no. 4, pp. 1143-
1168.

. Fernando Pantaleén Prieto (1991) “El sistema de responsabilidad

contractual (Materiales para un debate)”, Anuario de Derecho civil,
vol. 44, no 3, pp. 1019-1092.

. Fernando Pantaledn Prieto (1993), “Las nuevas bases de |la
responsabilidad contractual”, Anuario de Derecho civil, pp. 1719-1745.




Microeconomics and game theory tools will be used to analyze the effects of legal
rules and doctrines on parties’ behavior, as well as on particular industries and the
economy at large.

Course materials include Spanish and US case law, legal scholarship in Spanish
and English, and some hypothetical to illustrate different issues.

1st Contractual completeness and its relevance
session Activity: Exercise 1

2nd Contract formation. Writing requirement and other legal formalities.
session Silence as acceptance

3 Conclusion of a contract. Void contracts, restitution, and illegal cause
session

4th Asymmetric information and duties to disclose
session Activity: Exercise 2

5th Standard form contracts and consumer protection
session

6" Letters of intent and precontractual liability
session Activity: Exercises 3 and 4

7th Breach of contract in Spanish Contract Law
session

8th Remedies for breach of contract in Spanish Contract Law
session

gth Economic effects of remedies for breach of contracts
session Activity: Exercise 5

10t Waiver, release and limitation of liability in business contracts
session | Activity: Exercise 6

11t Corporate restructuring, mergers, and acquisitions (M&A)
session

12t Representations and warranties in M&A
session Activity: Exercise 7

13t Principal-Agent relationship in business contexts
session

14t Distribution agreements and antitrust law
session Activity: Exercise 8

15t Joint ventures
session




Eight activities will be conducted during the course on the following subjects:
1) Contractual completeness

2) Information asymmetries and duties to disclose

3) MOU

4) Precontractual liability

5) Remedies for breach of contracts

6) Representations and warranties in M&A

7) Distribution agreements

8) Joint ventures

Grading will be based on an essay dealing with some of the issues discussed
during the lectures.
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e InDret: http://www.indret.com
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