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Descripción de la asignatura 
In Europe, the signature of the Rome Convention in 1950 (ECHR) and the process 
of economic and political integration in the European Union (EU) over the second 
half of the twentieth century have contributed to create multiple spheres of rights’ 
protection on the basis of the state constitution, the ECHR, and EU law, in 
particular the Charter of Fundamental Rights. The ultimate interpreters of the 
respective declarations of rights are Constitutional or Supreme Courts, the 
European Court of Human Rights, and the Court of Justice of the European Union. 
The interplay and mutual conditioning among these courts has given rise to the so-
called European ius commune in the area of fundamental rights. In this plural 
context, the course analyses the interaction between the constitutional, 
supranational, and international legal orders from the standpoint of the respective 
courts.       
 
Abilities and competences: comprehension of the several systems of rights 
protection in Europe and their mutual interaction. Critical approach to the 
problems of interpretation and judicial protection of fundamental rights. Use and 
analysis of doctrinal and legal texts, and constitutional, international, and 
supranational case-law.  
   
 

 
Requisitos previos 

None. 
 

 
Metodología 

The students shall come to class prepared to discuss the materials previously 
assigned by the professor. Active participation in class is expected.   
 

 
Programación 

  

Contents The protection of rights in multiple spheres and judicial dialogue  
 
The European Convention on Human Rights: 
● interpretation by the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) 
● execution and effects of ECtHR’s judgments   
● the interaction between the ECtHR and national courts  
 
The European Union and the Charter of Fundamental Rights:  
● the scope of application of the Charter to the Member States  



● potential conflicts between levels of protection  
● Constitutional Courts and the Court of Justice of the European 
Union  
● the interaction between the CJEU and the ECtHR in light of the 
accession of the EU to the ECHR 

 
  

 
Actividades 

Class discussion of assigned materials and written assignments.   
 

 
Evaluación 

Concepto % Comentario 
Written 
assignments  

80 Over the course, the students may be asked to submit 
written assignments. By the end of the course, the students 
will submit a paper showing the acquisition of the required 
knowledge and abilites.  
 

Class 
participation 

20 Attendance is compulsory and oral participation will be 
evaluated.  
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