Detecting deviating intercepts

The procedure for detecting deviations across countries in the intercepts was rather

similar to the one for the loadings (file “Detection of deviating loadings”).

This time we used SEM to analyze the model where both loadings and intercepts were
constrained to be equal between groups and then used again JRULE program to identify if

there exists misspecifications.

In JRULE we used same starting specification, as for metric invariance test: Alpha=0.05;
Beta=0.20; High Power=0.80; Deltal=0.1; Delta2=0.1; Delta3=0.1; Delta4=0.1. When
testing mean structure response scale specifications for latent and observed variables are
also needed. We choose them to be equal with 4 times the standard deviation of variable,
which responds to 95% confidence interval. For the latent variable this value was .96 and

for observed variables 1.25, 1.53 and 1.55.

With these specifications JRULE detected deviations concerning newspaper intercepts of

Slovenia.



An example of LISREL input file for scalar invariance test:
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