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It’s been an active several months for climate change and
health! The Johns Hopkins Fall Institute, held at the JHU-UPF
Public Policy Center in Barcelona, offered a Climate Change and
Health in Large Cities course Nov. 6-8, 2016; attended by nearly
40 students from a wide range of countries and
disciplines. Student projects looked at improving climate
adaptation planning in Melbourne, Doha, Mexico City, Taipei,
Minneapolis, New Orleans and Madrid.
Late last year, the EU issued an updated assessment of climate
change, which included the impacts on health, vulnerability and
adaptation policies. Thanks to Joan Ramon Villalbi for passing
this on.
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http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/climate-change-impacts-andvulnerability-2016
In the US last month, after the CDC cancelled a planned
conference on climate change and health, the event was reinstated under the sponsorship of former Vice President Al
Gore’s Climate Reality Project (see below). The February 16
event promises to be interesting, and we will keep everyone
posted on its outcome.
We are starting up the Climate and Health Newsletter again, with
Eileen McRae as managing editor. You will ﬁnd highlights of
recent news and science below. Please join us in sharing
information by sending any suggestions, articles or other input to
Eileen at emcrae4@jhu.edu.
Mary & Eileen

NEWS*
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AL GORE ADOPTS CANCELLED CLIMATE AND HEALTH CONFERENCE
When a long-planned 2017 climate change summit, slated to be held at the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, was abruptly canceled without
explanation about a week before Pres. Donald Trump’s inauguration, it was not
http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=c536a90fa9a27d85a0c4be80a&id=a1a544591a&e=[UNIQID]
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CDC's CANCELED CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE IS BACK ONTHANKS TO
AL GORE
It turns out there will be a conference in Atlanta next month about climate change
and its effects on public health. It just won’t have the federal government behind
it. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energyenvironment/wp/2017/01/26/cdcs
canceledclimatechangeconferenceisbackonthankstoalgore/?
utm_term=.ed9969ea4d31
EU COMMITTED TO FINANCING CLIMATE PROJECTS
The European Investment Bank, the EU's lending institution, will maintain a target of
investing around $20 billion a year to ﬁght climate change over the next ﬁve years, it
said on Tuesday, sending a warning to climate
skepticshttp://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-eib-idUSKBN1581IT
PUSHING FOR CORPORATE CLIMATE ACTION IN NYC

New York City's $170.6 billion pension system will analyze its carbon footprint for the
ﬁrst time amid concerns of potential investment risks from companies that fail to
adapt to climate change.
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-new-york-pension-climatechange-idUSKBN15H2IF

CYCLE OF DROUGHT AND FLOODING IN PERU

http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=c536a90fa9a27d85a0c4be80a&id=a1a544591a&e=[UNIQID]
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devastating downpours in decades, catching authorities off guard as they scramble
to contain the kind of ﬂoods that climate change is expected to make more frequent.
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-peru-ﬂoods-idUSKBN15H2YR

HEAT BRINGS MULTIPLE HAZARDS IN EU

Europe and the northern hemisphere are warming at faster pace than the global
average and ‘multiple climatic hazards’ are expected, according to a new study.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jan/25/europe-faces-droughtsﬂoods-storms-climate-change-ac

FLOODING IN MIAMI

With Miami Beach set to break ground this year on the most ambitious piece yet of
its aggressive anti-ﬂooding project, some homeowners worry that raising streets to
keep them dry will cause ﬂooding on their properties.
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/miamibeach/article129284119.html

COASTAL STORM PROTECTION INFRASTRUCTURE IN LOUSIANA
The Louisiana coast is losing ground in the battle against rising seas. So the state
has been working on a master plan to shore up the coast and protect homes with
wetlands restoration and higher levees ($50 billion, 50 year plan).
http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=17-P13-00004&segmentID=7
*Source: Selected from “The Daily Climate” News Roundup; click underlined link to go to news article.
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BIG PICTURE: POLICY, RESEARCH AND PRACTICE
The Lancet Countdown: tracking progress on health and climate change.
An international, multidisciplinary research collaboration between academic
institutions and practitioners across the world. It follows on from the work of
the 2015 Lancet Commission, which concluded that the response
to climate change could be "the greatest global health opportunity of the 21st
century".

Understanding the systemic nature of cities to improve health and climate change
mitigation.
Understanding cities comprehensively as systems is a costly challenge and is
typically not feasible for policy makers. Nevertheless, focusing on some
key systemic characteristics of cities can give useful insights for policy to
advance health and wellbeing outcomes.
Current medical research funding and frameworks are insufficient to address the heal
th risks of global environmental change.
Three major international agreements signed in 2015 are key milestones for
transitioning to more sustainable and resilient societies: the UN 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development; the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction; and the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change. Together, these agreements underscore the
critical importance of understanding and managing the health risks
of global changes, to ensure continued population health improvements in the
face of significant social and environmental change over this century.
Development of a browser application to foster research on linking climate and health
datasets: Challenges and opportunities.
Improved data linkages between diverse environment and health datasets have
the potential to provide new insights into the health impacts of environmental
exposures, including complex climate change processes.
Public Health Adaptation to Climate Change in OECD Countries.
Climate change is a major challenge facing public health. National
governments play a key role in public health adaptation to climate change, but
http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=c536a90fa9a27d85a0c4be80a&id=a1a544591a&e=[UNIQID]
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EXTREME EVENTS
Economic Evaluations of the Health Impacts of WeatherRelated Extreme Events:
A Scoping Review.
The frequency and severity of extreme events is expected to increase under
climate change. There is a need to understand the economic consequences of
human exposure to these extreme events, to underpin decisions on risk
reduction.
Extreme weather events in developing countries and related injuries and mental
health disorders  a systematic review.
Due to climate change, extreme weather events have an incremental impact on
human health. Injuries and mental health disorders are a particular burden of
disease, which is broadly investigated in high income countries.

HEAT
Towards More Comprehensive Projections of Urban HeatRelated Mortality:
Estimates for New York City under Multiple Population, Adaptation, and Climate
Scenarios
High temperatures have substantial impacts on mortality and, with growing
concerns about climate change, numerous studies have developed projections
of future heatrelated deaths around the world. Projections of temperature
related mortality are often limited by insufficient information to formulate
hypotheses about population sensitivity to high temperatures and future
demographics.
Heat waves and urban heat islands in Europe: A review of relevant drivers.
The climate change and the proceeding urbanization create future health
challenges. Consequently, more people around the globe will be impaired by
extreme weather events, such as heat waves.

http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=c536a90fa9a27d85a0c4be80a&id=a1a544591a&e=[UNIQID]
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Iterative management of heat early warning systems in a changing climate.
Extreme heat is a leading weatherrelated cause of morbidity and mortality,
with heat exposure becoming more widespread, frequent, and intense as climates
change.

VECTORBORNE
Dengue in a changing climate.
Dengue is the world's most important arboviral disease in terms of number of
people affected. Over the past 50 years, incidence increased 30fold: there were
approximately 390 million infections in 2010.

AIR POLLUTION
The dangerous liaison between pollens and pollution in respiratory allergy
To recapitulate the more recent epidemiologic studies on the association of air
pollution with respiratory allergic diseases prevalence and to discuss the main
limitations of current approaches used to establish a link between pollinosis and
pollution.

Trafficrelated air pollution and allergic disease: an update in
the context of global urbanization

http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=c536a90fa9a27d85a0c4be80a&id=a1a544591a&e=[UNIQID]
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pollution (TRAP) and allergic disease in the context of global urbanization, as the
most populous countries in the world face severe TRAP exposure challenges.

COBENEFITS
The Role of Health CoBenefits in the Development of Australian Climate Change
Mitigation Policies.
Reducing domestic carbon dioxide and other associated emissions can lead to
shortterm, localized health benefits. Quantifying and incorporating these health co
benefits into the development of national climate change mitigation policies may
facilitate the adoption of stronger policies.

Governance and networks for health cobenefits of climate change mitigation: Lessons
from two Indian cities
Health has been the main driver for many urban environmental interventions,
particularly in cases of significant health problems linked to poor urban
environmental conditions. This paper examines empirically the links between
climate change mitigation and health in urban areas, when health is the main driver
for improvements.

COMMUNICATION
Developing effective communication materials on the health effects of climate change for
vulnerable groups: a mixed methods study.
Individuals with chronic health conditions or low socioeconomic status (SES) are
more vulnerable to the health impacts of climate change. Health communication
can provide information on the management of these impacts.

*Source: New entries in PubMed; click on underlined link to go to journal article abstract.
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Climate & Health News Editor: Mary Sheehan (msheeh10@jhu.edu);
Managing Editor: Eileen McRae (emcrae4@jhu.edu).
Website Manager: Nil Barutel (nil.barutel@upf.edu).

http://us12.campaign-archive2.com/?u=c536a90fa9a27d85a0c4be80a&id=a1a544591a&e=[UNIQID]

9/9

