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Over the past decade family migration has moved to the center of political debates on migration and 

integration in Europe. Member States responded in diverse ways to this growing phenomenon: family 

migration policies represent a very heterogeneous reality. My study addresses these differences, 

focusing on moral values and ethical assumptions according to which family migration polices are 

legitimized by the state. And it does so by comparing three countries where such policies represent a 

salient political issue: Spain, France and UK. In particular, following a qualitative approach, it points 

firstly at assessing and describing “state’s ethics” in family migration policy, and then, at determining 

the extent to which “state’s ethics” accounts for family migration policy output. These two main goals 

aim at fulfilling gaps in the literature which belong to two distinct academic domains, that of Political 

Philosophy and that of Political Science. On the one hand philosophical approach about “the ethics of 

migration” lacks of analytical tools and empirical evidences to provide an account of states’ 

policymaking in ethical terms; on the other, conventional explanatory theories of migration policy pay 

scant attention to moral values as a policy driver. 

 

 

 

 

 


