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2. Teaching guide

Introduction

In recent years, there has been a growth of papers using applied empirical methods in
political economy and related fields. The purpose of this course is to introduce basic
concepts from the literature in political economy of inequality and redistribution. The main
focus will be on the study of research approaches used in recent top papers in the area.
This class is designed for students interested in doing research in political economy, public

economics, and related fields.

The class is focused on the topics of inequality and different redistributive and socia
policies. This section will overview general aspects of redistribution, such as social
insurance, redistribution and divided societies, preferences for redistribution,
intergenerational mobility, as well as particular types of redistributive policies, such as labor

protection and pensions.

The course will mostly focus on empirical research, though some theoretical models will

be included as well.
This is PhD level class.

All MRes students are allowed to take this class. For Master in Economics students, we ask
for concurrent enrollment in Econometric Methods |I.
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Teaching methodology
Approach and general organization of the subject

The course will be based on the discussion of the relevant research papers. There will
be two weekly lectures and no seminars, but the student will be required to spend
substantial amount of time reading the required papers outside the classroom.

Assessment
Assessment system

The grade will be a combination of active class participation and attendance, weekly
referee reports, and the final short research paper.

Grading system

The weight in the final grade:
e referee reports - 45%
e class participation - 5%

e research paper - 50%



3. Programme of activities

Basic facts, measures of 2

inequality

Basic models 2

Inequality and information 2 Referee report 5
Redistribution in Divided 2 Brainstorming topics | 1
Societies

Origin of Inequality 2 Referee report 5
Intergenerational Mobility 2 Brainstorming topics | 1
Role of Beliefs, Luck, Religion | 2 Referee report 5
Skill specificity. Inequality 2 Preliminary research | 3
and democracy for term paper
Non-income inequality 2 Referee report 5
Student presentations 2 Preparing 5

presentation

Writing term paper

20

40




