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Starting point 

o A principal goal of lexicological and lexicographic 

research is to understand the mechanisms by which 

words change in meaning and how the resulting polysemy 

is represented in dictionaries 

o Availability of data from large corpora has improved 

dictionaries, but by and large has not changed many of 

the fundamental characteristics of comprehensive 

monolingual dictionaries 

o Methodologically, there is a place for case studies of a 

small number of words in corpus linguistics 
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Some characteristics of our view of the lexicon  
(Patrick Hanks, 2013) 

o Words in isolation do not have meaning but rather 

meaning potential, which is borne out by corpus evidence. 

o  As noted by Michael Rundell (Macmillan English Dictionary), this 

poses a serious challenge to traditional dictionary representation. 

o Words often have secondary patterns of use that may 

usefully be categorized as metaphorical. 

o Conventional metaphorical patterns can be recognized in 

corpora and contrasted with other uses of these words 

that are not metaphorical. 
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Possible ways of how to recognize a conventional 
metaphor (Hanks 2006)  
 

1.  Semantic class 

2.  Salient cognitive (or perceptual features) 

3.  Resonance 

4.  Collocation 

5.  Register and domain 

6.  Frequency 
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Words that are the object of study in this paper 

o avalanche 

o browse 

o flag 
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Methodology 

Corpora Dictionaries  

COCA 

COHA 

EnTenTen 

American Heritage Dictionary 

Oxford Reference 

Merriam Webster  

Merriam Webster Lerner’s 

dictionary 

The American College 

Dictionary 

Webster’s Seventh New 

Collegiate Dictionary  
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Avalanche (n). COCA 

o2,246 tokens (COCA) 

 

38,4 61,6 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

natural 
phenomena 

others 
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Avalanche of. COCA 

o491 tokens (COCA) 

oMostly related to documents, papers, emails, books, 

information or people. 

 

oApparently not, judging by the avalanche of applications we 

received... 

oThe 40th anniversary of The Rolling Stones has seen an 

avalanche of publicity… 

oThe scattered avalanche of rocks shook trees… 
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Avalanche (n). Merriam-Webster’s 

1 

2 
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Browse (v). COHA & COCA 

 

 

oCOHA: 329 tokens 

oCOCA: 1,301 tokens 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

COHA 

COCA 

agriculture 

others 
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Browse (v). COCA 

0% 

20% 

40% 

60% 

80% 

100% 

others 

ICTs 

agriculture 
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Browse (v). enTenTen 

archive 

net 

Internet 

catalog 

web 

catalogue 

Web 

archives 

aisle 

Tag 
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Browse (v). Merriam-Webster’s 

1 

2 

3 
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Browse (v). Oxford Dictionary of 
English 

1 

2 
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Flag (v). COCA 

o486 tokens 

 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

dropping 

others 
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Flag (v). Merriam-Webster’s 
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Flagging economy 
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Conclusions 

oSome information we know is missing from the dictionaries 

o Better semantic grouping needed 

• Especially of complements 

o Explanation of extended senses in something other than a list 

o Possibilities: 

•  Metaphor boxes, like in Macmillan English Dictionary 

•  Usage Notes, like in American Heritage Dictionary 

•  Visual representation, like in Visual Thesaurus® 

  layered screens 

• Make the relationship between senses more explicit 

oConsider homophony as opposed to polysemy 

 

 

 



IV
A

C
S

 S
y
m

p
o
s
iu

m
  

  
  
  
J
a
n
u
a
ry

 2
2
n
d
, 
2
0
1
6
 

  

Thank you! 


