
The present volume includes sixteen academic papers, which have been 
composed with the aim of focusing on the study of the presidencies of 
parliamentary and representative institutions. It covers the fifteenth century 
to the present day, in different European territories, and both ordinary and 
extraordinary periods of time. 
Many studies have been carried out on the role of the presidents of 
parliamentary and representative institutions. Lawyers have worked for 
decades, if not centuries, on defining their functions and powers, and 
contemporary historians have not hesitated to analyse the roles they may 
have played while exercising their functions and powers, as well as the 
biographical and prosopographical profiles. However, there are few works 
that attempt to analyse the functions and powers of the presidents of the 
parliamentary and representative institutions throughout the centuries, from 
the late Middle Ages to the present day, approaching the presidencies of 
parliamentary and representative institutions from distinct European territories 
and in both ordinary and extraordinary times. This book includes studies 
focused on institutions of Scotland, Ireland, Catalonia, the Basque Country, 
Spain, Portugal, France, Italy, and Europe.
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