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Overview

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

▷ Experimental lab of the 
Department of Economics and 
Business – LEEX

▷ Department of Political and 
Social Sciences laboratory –
DCPIS Lab
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Overview

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

This new interdisciplinary 
laboratory brings together 

researchers from psychology, 
experimental economics, 

marketing science, political 
science, sociology, neuroscience

and other related fields.
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https://www.upf.edu/web/beslab



Overview

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Located at the room 24.320 of the building Mercè Rodoreda within 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Campus of Ciutadella.
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Overview

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

60% women
40% men

450 participants 
participate 

proactively in 
experiments

80% campus based
15% other campus

5% other universities 
or non-students
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Participants Registration

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

To incentivise registrations of new participants, three communication actions 
are carried out:

Advertisements on Campus TVs 
and website Distribution of brochures In class
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Recruitment Procedure – The Participant’s Perspective

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

From the participant’s perspective, the recruitment process and the 
experiment calendar are handled through the ORSEE Recruitment System
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BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Privacy Policy

Recruitment Procedure – The Participant’s Perspective
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BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Recruitment Procedure – The Experimenter’s Perspective

1- Create the experiment 2- Schedule session/s 3- Define participants profile

4- Send the invitation email to the defined participants
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Laboratory & Utilities

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Z-Tree QualtricsDirect RT

E-PrimeIBM SPSS R MatLab

o-Tree

http://www.ztree.uzh.ch
/en.html

https://www.otree.org/ http://www.empirisoft
.com/directrt.aspx/

https://www.qualtrics.
com/es/

https://www.ibm.c
om/analytics/es/es
/technology/spss/

https://www.r-project.org/
https://es.mathwor
ks.com/products/m
atlab.html

https://pstnet.com/p
roducts/e-prime/
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ClassEx

https://classex.de/

Veconlab

http://veconlab.econ.v
irginia.edu/



Conducting a Session

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Invite around 3-5 
more participants 
than needed.

ID card Random number

The researcher is not allowed to access the participant list. Once the Laboratory Manager has checked 
the participant attendance, researchers or research assistants will be allowed to conduct the 
experimental session or assist the Laboratory Manager with the data collection. 

Consent form
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Payment

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences LaboratoryInternational Congress of Laboratories in Social Sciences – September 2020

Participants are 
the most valuable 

asset of the 
laboratory. 

▷ Payments are carried out after the session. 
Each participant should remain seated until the 
researcher calls him/her. Then, the participant 
should give the signed receipt to the 
researcher, who will proceed to the payment 
following, for example, the ID number of the 
computer used by the participant.

IMPORTANT: participants cannot leave the room without signing 
the receipt. This document remains the only proof that the 
payment has been carried out.



Social Sciences in the lab

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Who uses this Lab?
1) Conduct Behavioral Research: identity, attitudes, opinions, emotions, 

personal social networks, consumer behavior, negotiation, decision-
making, etc.

2) Utilize Experimental Designs, in conjunction with other approaches
(longitudinal, narrative, correlational, etc.)

Social/Political
Psychology Sociology

Political Science
Management & 

Economics

Methodology
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Social sciences in the lab

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Why a lab? 
Lab VS Online data collection

▷ Registering physio, genetic, emotional expression, etc.
▷ Face-to-face interaction or use of confederates
▷ Sample composition & Representativeness
▷ Level of control (environment & ppants’ behavior) 
▷ Possibility of attending participants
▷ … Data quality & Effect sizes
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Social sciences in the lab

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Why a lab? 
▷ Well-controlled environment
▷ Control/Tracking of participants
▷ Control of extraneous variables
▷ Accurate measurement
▷ Standardized procedure
▷ Easy to replicate, longer hours

BUT…
▷ Artificiality of setting /  

ecological validity
▷ Demand characteristics / 

Experimenter effects
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

What can be done?
(cross-sectional, longitudinal, experimental, correlational, diary, qualitative, 
quantitative….)

 Student sample OR Community sample

▷ Computer-based / Face-to-face
▷ Survey / Interviews / Focus Groups / Interaction games
▷ Physio / Video / Voice / Eye-tracking / Reaction Times
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Survey Experiments
▷ Education, Gender & Birth

▷ Personality: TIPI, NFCC, PFI

▷ Experimental Manipulations + Manipulation Checks

▷ DV: Creativity Task

▷ DV: Intergroup Attitudes

▷ Mood

▷ Multicultural & Contact Experiences 

▷ Income, Political Orientation, Identity

▷ Demand Characteristics & Comments
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Survey Experiments

Experimental Manipulation (Stereotypical Exposure)
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Survey Experiments
Experimental Manipulation (Imagined Contact)
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Survey Experiments
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Physio/Genetic data

International Congress of Laboratories in Social Sciences – September 2020



Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

Eliciting Emotions
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Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences LaboratoryInternational Congress of Laboratories in Social Sciences – September 2020

• Multidisciplinary centre: research, education, consultation, 
development of tools (SQP)

• Advance the quality of surveys and survey data analysis:
questionnaire design, quality estimation of survey questions, 
measurement error correction, fieldwork strategies, 
questionnaire translation, interviewer effects, web surveys…

https://www.upf.edu/web/survey

http://sqp.upf.edu/
https://www.upf.edu/web/survey


Types of data collection

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences LaboratoryInternational Congress of Laboratories in Social Sciences – September 2020

• Economic (Interactive) 
Decision Making

Examples: 
• Double Auction
• Risky Choices 
• Repeated Prisonners 

Dilemma



Apply for Ethics Review of Human Subjects Research Projects

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences LaboratoryInternational Congress of Laboratories in Social Sciences – September 2020

Step 1. Self-Assessment

Previous to initiating the recruitment, any 
UPF researcher should fill the ethics check 
list form.

If the researcher responds affirmatively to at 
least a couple of questions (the research 
project involves human participants and 
personal data processing), the researcher 
will then need to complete the rest of 
documents to the Institutional Committee 
for Ethical Review of Projects



Apply for Ethics Review of Human Subjects Research Projects

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences LaboratoryInternational Congress of Laboratories in Social Sciences – September 2020

▷ Summary Form
▷ Procedure Form
▷ Informed Consent 

Form

IMPORTANT: external entities are not 
requested to apply for ethics review at 
the University Pompeu Fabra. However, 
prior organising a session at the 
BESLAB, any experiment must be 
approved by an Ethics Committee of the 
external entity .

Step 2. Review Application



Contact Us

BESLab: Behavioral Experimental Sciences Laboratory

pablo.lopezaguilar
@upf.edu
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elia.soler@upf.edu
veronica.benet
@upf.edu

rosemarie.nagel
@upf.edu
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