tempts, although valuable, are at a disadvantage because they lack props;
they require apparatus which people can see and handle and which display
phenomena which people can turn on and off and vary at will. Explaining
science and technology without props can resemble an attempt to tell
what it is like to swim without ever letting a person near the water. For
many people science is incomprehensible and technology frightening.
They perceive these as separate worlds that are harsh, fantastic and hos-
tile to humanity.

There is thus a growing need for an environment in which people can
become familiar with the details of science and technology and begin to
gain some understanding by controlling and watching the behavior of
laboratory apparatus and machinery; such a place can arouse their latent
curiosity and can provide at least partial answers. The laboratory atmos-












