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FEST is a project of the Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia

With the High Patronage of Presidente della Repubblica

With the patronage and the support of Ministero dellôUniversit¨ e della Ricerca

With the patronage of

With the support of 

With the contribution of

Additional supporters

Technical sponsors

Media Partner



3

In the transition from the industrial to the 
knowledge era, the media, or the means by 
which knowledge is shared and disseminated, 
have assumed enormous importance. This is 
why the Autonomous Region of Friuli Venezia 
Giulia promotes and supports the International 
Science Media Fair, which is one of the many 
regional initiatives aimed at promoting the 
culture of innovation in all sectors of social life 
and business. 

FEST is an innovative event which promotes 
encounters and exchanges among ordinary 
citizens of ages, the centres that produce 
new knowledge and operators in the world 
of science communication. In a historically 
multicultural region, Trieste has achieved 
its goal of becoming a City of Science, a 
place where universities and internationally 
renowned research centres operate. 

The International Science Media Fair, 
which also involves the population of the 
Regionôs capital, is a further opportunity for 
promoting and diffusing a culture suited to 
the knowledge era.

Riccardo Illy 
President of the Autonomous Region of

Friuli Venezia Giulia
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Organisers

FEST is organised by the Festrieste s.c.a r.l. and Camera di Commercio di Trieste.

Festrieste is composed of: 
Å Area Science Park
Å Fiera Trieste Spa
Å Immaginario Scientiýco
Å MGS press
Å Promotrieste
Å Scuola Internazionale Superiore di Studi Avanzati (SISSA)
Å Universit¨ degli Studi di Trieste

With the support of Camera di Commercio di Trieste

Honorary scientiýc committee
Agnes Allansdottir, Pier Paolo Battaglini, Umberto Bottazzini, Vladimir De Semir, Edvard Kobal, 
Bruce Lewenstein, Gianna Milano, Steven Miller, Piergiorgio Odifreddi, Francesco Peroni, Telmo 
Pievani, Fabio Ruzzier, Katepalli R. Sreenivasan. 

Programme participants
ASS n.1 Triestina - Dipartimento di Salute Mentale di Trieste, Centro di Biomedicina Molecolare, 
Collegio del Mondo Unito dellôAdriatico, Conservatorio di Musica Giuseppe Tartini, Editoriale 
Scienza, Illycaff¯, International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, International 
Centre for Theoretical Physics, Istituto Nazionale di Oceanograýa e di Geoýsica Sperimentale, 
La Cappella Underground, Lions Club Trieste Host, Sincrotrone Trieste, SISSA Medialab, 
Videoscienza, Ufýcio Scolastico Regionale FVG, Universit¨ della Terza Et¨.

Special thanks to Autorit¨ Portuale, Capitaneria di Porto di Trieste and Trieste Confcommercio, 
for their collaboration.

With special thanks to
Gabriele Baj, Laura Ballerini, Corrado Corradi DellôAcqua, Diego Dreossi, Sara Ferluga, Giampiero 
Leanza, Giuseppe Legname, Francesco Longo, Paola Lorenzo, Anna Menini, Marco Peloi, Fulvio 
Stel, Enzo Tonti.

Also working for FEST
APS comunicazione, Boscolo & Partners, Carr Service, CBS Outdoor, Consorzio Team Sicurezza, 
La Contrada Teatro Stabile di Trieste, DHL Express (Italy) S.r.l., Eco della Stampa, Esatto S.p.a., 
Fantastiýcio, formicablu, Foto Ciak, La Cappella Underground, La Co.s.t.i.e.r.a. Cooperativa Sociale, 
London Bus S.n.c., Net.ex S.r.l., Primavera, Sella Holding Bank, Studio Sandrinelli S.r.l., Teatro 
Miela-Bonawentura s.c., Tele4, Telecom Italia S.p.a., Tipograýa Stella S.r.l., The Ofýce S.r.l., Trieste 
Terminal Passeggeri S.p.a., Totem S.r.l., Utilgraph S.r.l., Win Varia S.n.c., Zadigroma.
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The ýrst edition of FEST, in May 2007, proved that it is possible to organise a cultural event with the 
declared aim of encouraging a dialogue between science and the general public. As opposed to other events 
which are conceived in terms of spectacular but acritical displays of the latest discoveries of scientiýc 
research, FEST offers its visitors a space for reþection and exchange, a sort of zoom on science and the 
ways in which it is discussed, negotiated and communicated. Thus, FEST is not only a fair, exhibition or 
modern Wunderkammern but in this second edition widens its scope to include the complexity of scientiýc 
culture and its communication. In Trieste, city per excellence for research and an innovative laboratory 
for its diffusion, scientists, journalists, publishers and radio, web and television operators from around 
the world will show how science and the circulation of scientiýc ideas impact on our everyday lives and 
the governing of present-day democracies. Thanks to the exchange of good communication practices and 
debate on the most current research issues, FEST provides a forum for discussion for discovering together 
answers to the questions which society increasingly poses to scientists. In this regard, the second annual 
FEST will focus on the issue of neuro-ethics, a new discipline which studies the ethical, political and legal 
implications of the sciences of the brain.
Finally, FEST is an event which restores to the visitor the multi-polar and international dimension of 
science, which is no longer limited to the European and North American spheres, but appears increasingly 
as a collective, diffused culture in which researchers and the general public are called upon to confront 
each other regarding the great changes taking place in the present era. 

Stefano Fantoni - FESTôs president

This year, FEST 2008, the International Science Media Fair, will seek to repeat and consolidate the great 
success of the ýrst edition. But what is FEST 2008? FEST 2008 is ýrst and foremost a Fair of books and 
other media which the scientiýc community and society in general use in myriad ways to communicate. 
FEST 2008 is also a festival. An opportunity for encounter and dialogue between who produces new 
scientiýc knowledge and who applies that knowledge in all its cultural, technological and economic 
dimensions. But FEST 2008 is also a party. A place where, with seriousness and joy, experts and non-
experts alike from every part of the world create scientiýc citizenship. The ambition of FEST 2008 to be 
a Science media fair, festival and party all in one is not an insigniýcant one. We are entering a major 
new era in the history of human society in which the value of assets will be determined less and less by 
manual work and more and more by the degree of added knowledge they contain. The locomotive for 
this new era is scientiýc research. And the spirit is democratic participation, the diffusion of knowledge 
and its use not for the advantage of the few but ï as Francis Bacon said ï for the beneýt of all mankind. 
The fact that FEST 2008 takes place in Trieste is no accident for Trieste is the city in Italy with the most 
marked vocation for science and science communication. And its a city which bridges East and West, 
the Mediterranean and Central Europe, the northern and southern hemispheres. Today as never before, 
countries from every all over the world, West and East, North and South, are part of the knowledge 
society. Perhaps for the ýrst time in history, countries and people world-wide are working to form a 
multi-polar society of knowledge and scientiýc research. There are many contradictions in this new era 
which is taking shape, the most signiýcant of which is the ñcultural divideò, i.e. the inequality in access 
to knowledge and its beneýts. Trieste is a privileged place from which to observe this knowledge society.  
And FEST 2008 is a small but very acute eye with which to look at the future which is taking shape.

 

Pietro Greco - FESTôs director
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Giovanni Maria Pace Prize/illy Reading 
Science Prize: Mauro Scanu

Cinema/theatre/concerts: Fabio Pagan 
(coordination), Rosella Pisciotta, Andrea Salemme

Collaborator: Moreno Buttinar

Local programme committee: Pier Paolo 
Battaglini, Carlo Baccigalupi, Enrico Cherubini, 
Emilia Mezzetti, Manuela Montagnari Kokelj, 
Giuseppe Mussardo, Pier Luigi Nimis, Sergio 
Paoletti, Francesco Princivalle, Fabio Ruzzier, 
Tim Shallice, Patrizia Tabossi, Enrico Tongiorgi, 
Vincent Torre, Luciana Zuccheri

Operational coordination for communications 
and texts: Francesca Iannelli

Text supervision: Giancarlo Sturloni 

Press ofýce: Simona Regina, Roberto Toffolutti

Website, visual and promotion: Aura 
Bernardi, Matteo Del Vecchio (webmaster), Carla 
Fabrissin (desktop publishing), Donato Ramani, 
Sara Rigutti, Elisabetta Tola 

Didactic services and reception: Micol Ascoli, 
Elisa Boscarol, Katia Brizi, Valentina Damasso, 
Cristina Fernetti, Raffaella Orzan, Valentina Surian

Marketing exhibitors: Alessandro Sietti 

Installations planning assistants: Federico 
Deganis, Laura Vaccari

Sales stands market: Carlo Giovanella, Paola 
Franzutti 

FEST secretariat: Sara Rigutti, Emiliano Tolloi

Additional collaborators: Altea Ariano, Ottavia 
Calamita, Valentina Cassinari Della Paglia, 
Valentina Feletti, Lidia Gervasio, Monica Ghirardi, 
Daniela Kert, Fabio Polh, Alessandro Samez, 
Alessandra Sperti, Rossana Stranieri, Doris Temel

The Team

President: Stefano Fantoni

Director: Pietro Greco

Assistant Director: Nico Pitrelli

Project Manager: Carlo Giovanella

Art Director: Fabio Carniello

Administrative and technical/computer 
services: SISSA

Supervisors 

Programme: Nico Pitrelli

School Programme: Aura Bernardi

International institutional relations: Manuela 
Montagnari Kokelj

Communications: Leo Brattoli

Exhibits: Antonella Parasuco

Organisation

Quality of events and scientiýc animation: Luca 
Carid¨ 

Lectures/encounters/round-tables: Daniele 
Gouthier (coordination), Laura Viviani

Collaborators: Stefania Arabito, Bruno Arpaia, 
Davide Ludovisi, Fabio Pagan, Giampiero Viezzoli

Bookshop stands: Martha Fabbri (coordination), 
H®l¯ne Stavro, Sabina Stavro, Laura Viviani

Collaborators: Luisa Balbi, Mauro Rossi, Libreria 
Einaudi-Electa, Libreria In Der Tat, Libreria 
internazionale La Fenice, Libreria Minerva, 
Libreria Nero su Bianco, Libreria Triestina-Trzaska 
Knjigarna 

Other publisher stands: Andrea Salemme

Events/exhibits: Giancarlo Sturloni (coordination)
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FEST ï International Science Media Fair 

From April 16-20, 2008, FEST, the International 
Science Media Fair returns to Trieste for its 
second year.

FEST is a laboratory of ideas which experiments 
new forms of dialogue between science and 
the general public, a science communications 
festival which features books, journals, radio, 
tv, web and blogs presented thematically in a 
large, multimedia and interactive bookstore.

The bookstore forms the hub of a rich 
programme of events, encounters, conferences, 
exhibitions, performances and cinema on 
current scientiýc issues, enabling visitors to 
gain a better understanding of the world in 
which we live.

In keeping with Triesteôs multicultural identity 
and vocation, a city which has always been 
a bridge between different cultures and 
a crossroads between East and West and 
North and South, FEST promotes dialogue 
among the different forms of knowledge, 
both scientiýc and in the humanities, which 
constitute human culture.

FEST visitors can attend and participate in 
discussions and debates on the major issues 
which link present-day society to scientiýc 
and technological development: from 
health communication to the challenge of 
climate change, from research in developing 
countries to web 2.0 and the relationship 
between science and literature. This yearôs 
special focus will be on neuro-ethics, or the 
developments and implications of research on 
the brain and mind. 

FEST 2008 offers six thematic streams: the 
Knowledge Society, Southeast Passage, 
MindEthics, Books, Radio, the Web. Six 
themes that are also a compass for orienting 
ourselves among the many events on offer; 
a map to ýnd our way through the complex 
inter-relations among science, technology, 
the environment, health, communication, 
democracy; a passport for scientiýc citizenship 
in the world of tomorrow.
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General information

All events are free. Lectures and roundtables are in Italian and English, with simultaneous 
translation available.

Call centre for visitors
Programme information and hotel and travel reservations:
+39 040 36 83 43 (ext. 27 e 28)
From March 17 to April 18, Monday to Friday: 9am - 1pm and 4 - 6pm.
The number can also be reached Friday and Saturday, April 19-20, during the same hours.

Schools and groups 
Schools and groups must book in advance workshops and guided tours of exhibitions.
Information on services and reservations: 
+39 040 224 337 Monday to Friday, 9.00am ï 1.00pm & 2.00-5.00pm. 

Trieste: science tour
On Friday, April 18, a guided coach tour of Sincrotrone Light Laboratory (Area Science Park) and 
Museum of Mineralogy and Petrography (University of Trieste). Bus will leave from the Infopoint 
in Piazza Unit¨ dôItalia at 10.00am, returning to the same location at 1.00pm.
For information, reservations and ticket purchases: 
+39 040 34 78 312, info.trieste@turismo.fvg.it, www.turismo.fvg.it 

Programme updates 
Programme updates and additions will be posted at www.festrieste.it

Contacts
Segreteria FEST 
Piazza Duca degli Abruzzi, 3
34132 Trieste
+39 040 76 00 574
segreteria@festrieste.it

Press ofýce 
The FEST Press ofýce can be contacted at: press@festrieste.it.
Leo Brattoli: +39 040 37 55 221, +39 335 12 36 284
Simona Regina: +39 040 37 87 557, +39 320 43 14 756
Roberto Toffolutti: +39 040 558 30 35, +39 334 66 34 797
Mauro Scanu (Zadig): +39 06 81 75 644, +39 333 16 15 477
Eleonora Cossi (Zadig): +39 06 98 01 79 87, +39 345 29 54 623
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MULTIMEDIA BOOKSTORE
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Wednesday, April 16 ï Saturday, April 19
9am ï 9pm Å Molo IV

&

Sunday 20 
10am ï 9pm Å Molo IV

The heart of the Fair is a vast interactive bookstore designed to satisfy the curiosity of even 
the most demanding visitor. By reading, listening and participation, visitors can discover the 
world of science in books and other media: periodicals, tv, radio, internet and podcast. The 
bookstore is divided into seven thematic areas: Lights in the dark (earth/space sciences), 
Rules of the game (physics, chemistry, mathematics), Seeds of life (life sciences), Body and 
mind (from medicine to the cognitive sciences), The machine shop (technology and applied 
science), Science story (from scientiýc literature to science ýction), Facts and words (history, 
philosophy, sociology of science). At Molo IV, visitors can also participate in numerous 
encounters, readings and lectures, and meet with authors and publishers. 

The FEST 2008 bookstore is even richer and more complete, with more than 10,000 titles for 
sale covering every aspect and issue of scientiýc production, from science classics to novels 
and plays, from dissemination to philosophical and sociological reþections on science. There 
will also be a special section dedicated to periodicals, DVDs and books in English. 

Thanks to a rich database created by the science journalists of Totem, FEST visitors can take 
a virtual trip through the world of science communication on the web, with internet sites, 
DVDs, radio and videogames.

FEST 2008 hosts numerous Italian science publishers, both large and small, and ranging from 
scholastic texts to essays, childrenôs books to reference works. Publishers include: Alpha Test, 
Carthusia Edizioni, Codice Edizioni, Di Renzo Editore, Editoriale Scienza, Edizioni Dedalo, 
Edizioni Universit¨ di Trieste, Franco Cosimo Panini, Giunti Editore, Libreria Cortina al Museo 
di Storia Naturale di Milano, Mondadori Education, Musei scientiýci del Comune di Trieste, 
Orme Editori, Raffaello Cortina Editore, Sironi Editore, Springer Verlag Italia. There is also a 
special stand for Slovene scientiýc publishing. Other exhibitors include: China Association for 
Science and Technology (CAST) and the Trieste Mental Health Department. 
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Many other products are also available, presented by both Italian and foreign exhibitors, 
including: ASI, CERN, INAF, INFN, La Limonaia, Museo della Bora, Playýlm, Pixel Cartoon, 
Quadro ýlm, Unione meteorologica del Friuli Venenzia Giulia, Zenit Arti Audiovisive.

There is also a special multimedia area for children under 14, with books, documentaries 
and internet sites. Animators are available to accompany children through six thematic 
areas: Science luna park (from numbers to experiments), The cosmic carousel (from Earth 
to space), Roars and tulips (from zoology to botany), I, plankton and all the others (life 
sciences and medicine), Machine zoo (technology and computers), Milestones (history of 
science and biography). 

Wednesday 16 April
11.30am Å Molo IV - Sala conferenze Å event

Inauguration
In the presence of Authorities the second annual International Science Media Fair of Trieste will 
be ofýcially opened. The opening ceremony will be followed by a tour of Molo IV, where the 
Science Media Fair is located.
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EVENTS
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Wednesday, April 16 

2.30pm Å Molo IV - Sala conferenze Å lecture
The dawning of the Universe
George Smoot. Introduced by Nico Pitrelli.
In 1992, after processing the vast amount of data gathered by the COBE satellite, two 
scientists succeeded in measuring the echo of the Big Bang, the enormous explosion which 
gave birth to the stars, galaxies and planets. This enabled them to obtain an extraordinary 
image of the ñnewborn Universeò, the world at the beginning of the world as had never 
been visualised before. George Smoot, who together with John Mather was awarded the 
2006 Nobel Prize for Physics for their discovery of irregularities in base cosmic radiation 
(which makes it possible to study the primordial Universe) reveal the latest frontier of 
modern cosmology.

2.30pm Å Molo IV - Sala incontri Å lecture
Celluloid Science
Matteo Merzagora. Introduced by Silvia Rosa Brusin.
Cinema often does not so much reþect reality as the collective imagination. In considering 
some of the best known ýlm treatments of science and scientists we can learn a great deal 
about how society in a given historical moment viewed its relationship with science. The 
presentation will include the projection of sequences drawn from every period, which will 
surprise viewers for the remarkable intuitions, the dramatic twists and original points of 
view which mark the encounter between the two greatest cognitive adventures of the 20th 
century, that between Science and Cinema. 

2.30pm Å Molo IV - Anýteatro Å roundtable
Nanotech
Martina De Sole, Enzo Di Fabrizio. Introduced e coordinated by Paola Emilia Cicerone.
Nano-technologies are an innovation which hold out great promise for the future: from 
medical applications to industrial uses, their development appears unstoppable. But these 
technologies must be used responsibly, especially with regards to possible health and 
environmental risks.
Organised in collaboration with the SISSA Interdisciplinary Laboratory

3.00pm Å Palazzo della Regione - Sala delle Colonne - Piazza Unit¨ dôItalia Å roundtable
Dryades: towards the discovery of bio-diversity
Maria Irene Bellavite, Valentina Cassinari Della Paglia, Valentina Feletti, Suzana Jeluğič, Stefano 
Martellos, Linda Napolitano, Pier Luigi Nimis, Tina Randlane, Tomi Trilar. Introduced and 
coordinated by Manuela Montagnari Kokelj.
In Greek mythology, Dryads were the nymphs of the plant world. Dryades is the Italian branch 
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of the European project KeyToNature, which is aimed at the entire educational system, from 
elementary schools to university. The projectôs goal, which is potentially revolutionary in 
terms of the teaching and dissemination of scientiýc knowledge, is to facilitate the approach 
to bio-diversity through the generation of interactive guides for the identiýcation of living 
organisms, from plants and animals to fungi. Each guide is available in four formats for four 
different media: internet, CD-Rom, palm computers and print. Dryadesôs image archive, 
which contains tens of thousands of digital photos, is the cornerstone of KeyToNature. The 
project is coordinated by Prof. Pier Luigi Nimis (Trieste University).

3.30pm Å Molo IV - Sala incontri Å event 
How books are made
Giovanni Lussu. Introduced and coordinated by Alessandra Maestrini.
The experience of the Master in Editoria Cartacea e Multimediale dellôUniversit¨ degli Studi 
di Bologna, directed by Umberto Eco, shows that it is possible to design unconventional 
books, created by operators who meet two basic requirements: strong motivation and a clear 
idea of the material to be published. With only limited training, the students of the Master 
programme are able to produce and print complex books that are functional to the work or 
material being presented.
Presented by the Master in Editoria Cartacea e Multimediale dellôUniversit¨ degli Studi di Bologna

4.00pm Å Molo IV - Anýteatro Å roundtable
Finance, industry and science
Ezio Andreta, Fiorella Padoa Schioppa Kostoris, Elia Stupka, with the participation of a 
representative of Unicredit Bank.
The university, business and ýnance can collaborate in order to interpret the needs of the 
market. Alongside the traditional function of teaching, research and the certiýcation of the 
knowledge produced, the world of academic research has taken on the additional functions of 
training new professional ýgures and forging relations with business and ýnance in order to 
promote innovation in high-density knowledge sectors. What difýculties exist in this process 
of aggregation between technical-scientiýc capacities and economic-ýnancial development? 
What organisational models can facilitate this triangulation? How does the situation in Italy 
compare with the rest of the world? 

4.30pm Å Molo IV - Sala conferenze Å roundtable
Science and communication in the developing countries
Donghong Cheng, Kok Khoo Phua, Luisa Massarani, Mario Mauro, Geoffrey Oldham, Katepalli R. 
Sreenivasan. Introduced and coordinated by Michele Mezza.
India is the worldôs leading exporter of Information and Communication Technology services 
(ICT) while China is the leading exporter of ICT products and the second leading exporter of 
high-tech products. In absolute terms, Asia is the continent which invests most in research 
and development. We are moving quickly from a bi-polar world (Europe/North America) of 


