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he meager communication between science and

the humanities has, for years, been felt to be a

serious obstacle to the development of
contemporary culture. If it is evident that both science and
the humanities are abundantly productive within their
respective domains, and in some cases notably so, it is no
less certain that a deeper and more fluid interrelationship

could be fruitful for both fields and diminish their separation.

This concern is shared around the world, to various degrees
of intensity and urgency. It is demonstrated in Catalonia by
the incriminating imbalance between literary, historical culture,
which has been secured, cultivated, and notably sustained
with dedication, and a scientific and technical culture, which
has generally been inadequate, and which has had to struggle
against an overwhelming paucity of resources and discouraging

social indifference.



In recent years, science in Catalonia has enjoyed notable
development, though overall it has not developed the
desirable infrastructure and manpower. The possibility arises,
therefore, of fostering a dialogue between science and the
humanities under circumstances in which this imbalance is
less acute than in other periods, yet in which the necessity

of that dialogue is felt with greater immediacy and concern.

The awareness of these shortcomings, and a relatively
favorable atmosphere in which to surmount them, justifies
the creation of a COMMISSION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
ScieNTIFIC CULTURE. This Commission, within the limits of
its authority and ability, has proposed the following ideas

toward describing its task:

The Commission has, as its reason for being, the
conviction that science forms a relevant part of culture,
not only in the utilitarian sense, but rather also in the
conceptual aspects which constitute a world view. The
Commission believes, what more, that the incorporation
of science can improve our culture, making it overall more
ample and diverse, more flexible and prepared to respond
to the challenges of modernity, and more well equipped
to offer a vision of our century, in which science has

played, and continues to plays, an outstanding role.

The Commission aspires to advance those
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of diverse entities and individuals. To identify those
initiatives, and adequately strengthen them, is one of its

aspirations.

Some minimal scientific knowledge is indispensable
to comprehend, and have an opinion on, the great issues
of the day, such as the environment, energy, the information
revolution, disarmament, genetic engineering, and the
response to new epidemics, to name only a few. A public
adequately informed on these themes can commit more
interest to, and judge more thoughtfully, the political
initiatives related to them, and calmly respond to the
questions that these problems instill in humanity today.
What more, such a public can better comprehend the
bases on which the technology that so much shapes our
way of life is founded, better discern and evaluate the
scientific and technological past that has shaped decisive

epochs of our history.












