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A) This seminar aims to offer analytical research tools which help students to elaborate their PhD project and thesis. The seminar will focus on the main analytical guidelines about how to conduct good research and how to avoid theoretical and methodological problems. It will combine theory, methodology and practical cases that allow students to write a PhD work according to the highest scientific standard in the field. The program of lectures is as follows:

0) Types of political and social science analysis

1) PhD projects: formal structure and three basic research questions

2) The “Magic Square” of political science analysis. Theories, approaches, methods-techniques. 
3) Typologies: formal conditions

4) Bad use of data and concepts. Main fallacies and biases in research.

5) Different kinds of contextualism in the analysis of political and social thought.

B) The seminar will also discuss the presentations of students’ PhD projects. All students have to present their proposal in a document (maximum of 4 pages) that will be circulated among participants in the seminar one week before the session. This document must include:

a) Which is(are) your research question(s)

b) Why this question is scientifically and academically relevant (with which scientific and philosophical debates is related to?; which are the most relevant academic references in this field of research?)

c) How do you try to answer the research question? What kind of theories or approaches do you plan to manage to answer it? What kind of methods and techniques do you plan to introduce in your research? What kind of variables-indicators-indexes? Will you combine different methodologies?

C) Compulsory readings will also be presented by students in the sessions. It will be taken for granted that all students will have read these readings). We will approach these readings with a system of presentation + discussant.

Basic structure of each session:

Lecture (Ferran Requejo) 

Initial discussion 

Break (15 min)

Presentation of the compulsory reading text (1 students) (10 min)

Introductory comments by the discussant (1 student) (10 min)

Presentation of the PhD proposals (2 students) (30 min)

Open discussion and conclusions led by the discussant (30 min) 

Presentation of the reading for the next session (Ferran Requejo)(5 min)

List of compulsory and recommended readings:

Each session includes theoretical + methodological empirical/comparative readings about a research subject (except session 5).

Session 1

A. F. Chalmers, What is this thing called Science?, Open University Press, 1999, chaps 1 and 15

Recommended readings: 

William Galston, The practice of liberal pluralism, Cambridge University Press, 2005, chapter 2

Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, The University of Chicago Press, 1970: 160-210

Ferran Requejo, “Political liberalism and multinational democracies: some analytical and moral shortcomings”, Multinational Federalism and Value Pluralism, chap 1, Routledge, London-New York, 2005: 7-23 (Spanish version, CEPC, 2007) 
Session 2

D. Marsh-G. Stocker, Theory and Methods in Political Science, McMillan, 1995: 11-18

Recommended readings:

Debraj Ray, “Economic Inequality”; “Poverty and Undernutrition”, Development Economics, Princeton University Press, Princeton 1998: 169-196; 249-294

Ilan Peleg, Democratizing the Hegemonic State, Cambridge University Press, 2007: 1-19.

Session 3

K Banting-R. Johnston-W. Kymlicka-S.Soroka, “Do multiculturalism policies erode the welfare state? An empirical analysis, K. Banting-W. Kymlicka (eds), Multiculturalism and the Welfare State, Oxford University Press, 2006: 49-91

Recommended readings:

Bhikhu Parekh, Rethinking Multiculturalism, Macmillan, Houndmills-London 2000: 1-49

Jeff Spinner-Halev, “Multiculturalism and its Critics”, The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory, Oxford University Press, 2006: 546-563

M.Walzer, "The communitarian critique of liberalism", Political Theory, v. 18, n 1: 6-23, 1990

Session 4

D. Karmis-W. Norman, Theories of Federalism, Palgrave, chap 1, 2005

Recommended readings: 

R. Watts, Comparing Federal Systems, McGill-Queen’s University Press, Montréal & Kingston, 1999, chap 1.

Michael Burgess, Comparative Federalism. Theory and Practice, Routledge, London-New York, 2006

Hans Keman, “Comparative Research Methods”, D.Caramani (ed), Comparative Politics, Oxford University Press, 2008

Session 5

J.G.A. Pocock, “Theory in History: Problems of Context and Narrative”, The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory, Oxford University Press, 2006:163-174

Recommended readings: 

Bryan Garsten, Saving Persuasion, Harvard University Press, Cambridge Mass, 2006: 1-22

Quentin Skinner, El giro contextual, (Interview with Enrique Bocardo), Tecnos, 2007: 45-60

Ellen Meiksins Wood, “The Social History of Political Theory”, Citizens to Lords, Verso, London-New York, 2008: 1-27
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